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REGION 1

CANDIDATE NAME:
CHAD BARKER, MISSOURI

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.
My love for the beef business started at
a young age working on our family’s hog,
show cattle and crop farm in Northeast
Indiana. | always felt fortunate to have the
opportunity to show and sell steers all over
the country throughout my 4-H youth years.
For the last 21 years my wife, Christi,
and | have owned and operated C4
Barker Show Cattle, along with our kids
Collin and Cassidy. Today we have about
30 predominately Maine-Anjou cows,
consisting mostly of the cattle our kids
have shown as junior members.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS THE STRENGTHS
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW
CAN THOSE STRENGTHS BEST BE USED IN
TODAY'S BEEF INDUSTRY?

The strength of the Mane-Anjou breed is
the people who breed, raise and promote
Maine-Anjou cattle. There are good cattle in
every breed, but | firmly believe the people
make the difference and will continue to
in the future as they adapt and adjust to
changing market signals.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

We have and will continue to support the
relatively new Maine Angus program. Our
daughter, Cassidy, participated in the first
ever Maine Angus junior show in Hutchison,
Kan. There was six head in that year's show.
It has definitely grown and | hope to see it
continue to grow.

| also think red meat yield and improved
average daily gain deserve special
attention and are critically important to the
breeds further success.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?

We will continue to raise, show and sell
Maine-Anjou cattle all over the country at
every level. Selling Maine-Anjou bulls at
Cattlemen’s and or the National Western is
something we look forward to every year.
For almost 30 years | have made my
living buying and/or selling fed cattle on
a local, state and now national level and
understand the value of Maine-Anjou
genetics.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

It has been my privilege and pleasure to
serve the Maine-Anjou board for the past
three years. | truly enjoyed working with
our outstanding staff and fellow board
members of the AMAA. | am proud of what
our breed has accomplished, and | am
excited about the path we are on. | believe |
can do more and would like the opportunity
work with the good people of the Maine-
Anjou breed as a Region 1 board member.

REGION 2

CANDIDATE NAME:
TARA THORSON, MINNESOTA

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

My family has been in the Maine-Anjou
breed since | was very young. We started
with both my younger sister and | showing
Maine-Anjou heifers and steers, but over
the last several years, we have gotten more
into the breeding side of our herd to expand
our operation by selling show calves and
bulls. Still, we make sure we emphasize
producing the type of cows/heifers and
bulls we hope represent this breed in the
best way.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS THE STRENGTHS
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW
CAN THOSE STRENGTHS BEST BE USED IN
TODAY'S BEEF INDUSTRY?

| think some of our greatest strengths
are the versatility and the people the
Maine-Anjou breed offers to the industry.
The Maine breed has as many as three
representatives at any given junior or
open show grand drive, and each of those
representatives shows a different positive
trait of our breed. This is a great way to
show how we as a breed can have all these
different types but still have functional
cattle as a result, no matter how they land
percentage-wise. This also translates to
our beef industry today because with the
Maine breed, they have so many options
for different genetics or phenotypes that
there is something for everyone. Our people
are our other greatest strength; we are
fortunate to have a very welcoming breed,
and that is due to the people who are
inviting others to show at junior nationals,
or are selling Maine-Anjou cattle, or even
just talking to others about our breed. We
are growing every year but remaining a
breed where newcomers feel welcome,
and that brings more people into the beef
industry, which is ultimately the end goal.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

My goal for the future of the Maine-Anjou
breed is to help preserve the qualities that
have made it successful while continuing to
support its growth by supporting younger
breeders, promoting the breed through
education and marketing, and encouraging
collaboration among breeders.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?

One thing my family has done over the
last several years is lease Maine-Anjou
heifers to kids in the counties surrounding
ours, or in our county. Then, when it comes
time for that heifer to calve, we give them
the calf and mentor them on raising it and
showing the animal. This way they have a
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calf to start their herd, which will hopefully
make them want to keep showing Maines.
We also volunteer to help take them to the
Junior National so that they can experience
the family-like feel that the Maine-Anjou
association gives at a National show, and
they also meet more people in the breed
and learn more about opportunities within
Maine-Anjou. We have also been selling
bulls on the Bright Lights sale for the last
few years, as well as selling bulls privately
to other producers.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

| truly love the Maine-Anjou breed and
would be grateful for another opportunity
to be a part of the Board of Directors. It
has been an eye-opening experience, and
| can't wait to see what the potential next
few years bring for the breed!

CANDIDATE NAME:
ALICIA RIGDON, IOWA

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

Our operation has deep roots in the
Maine-Anjou breed, built on generations
of hard work, family involvement, and
a shared passion for raising quality
Maine cattle since 1991. | own Bar R
Cattle Company with my son, and we run
about 75 cow-calf pairs. Over the years,
we've focused on developing functional,
dependable genetics that work for both
show families and commercial producers.
The Maine-Anjou breed has played a
central role in shaping our program, and we
continue to build on that foundation with a
commitment to consistency, structure, and
strong maternal traits. | work as a lawyer
for a technology company.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS THE STRENGTHS
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW
CAN THOSE STRENGTHS BEST BE USED IN
TODAY'S BEEF INDUSTRY?

Maine-Anjou cattle bring a unique
combination of power and performance,
structural soundness, and eye appeal. Their
ability to add muscle, improve phenotype,
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and maintain maternal quality makes them
valuable in both purebred and crossbred
programs. In today's beef industry—where
efficiency, carcass merit, and consumer
satisfaction matter more than ever—Maine-
Anjou genetics offer versatility and real-
world value. Their strengths can be used
to enhance hybrid vigor, improve feedlot
performance, and produce cattle that meet
modern market demands.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

My goals center on growth, consistency,
and opportunity. | want to continue
strengthening junior involvement,
expanding educational resources, and
supporting breeders at every level. | believe
we can increase visibility of Maine-Anjou
genetics in commercial sectors while
maintaining the breed's strong presence in
the show industry. Long-term, | hope to see
continued collaboration among breeders,
more regional outreach, and a unified
effort to promote the breed's strengths
nationwide.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?

We promote Maine-Anjou genetics through
consistent involvement in shows, sales,
and regional events. | currently serve as the
superintendent of the Open Maine-Anjou
show of the lowa State fair and for the NILE
Maine-Anjou show in Billings, Montana and
help those shows run efficiently for our
breeders. Our operation works closely with
junior exhibitors, helping them select and
develop cattle that represent the breed well
and provide scholarships at the National
Junior show. We also participate in state
and regional association activities, support
educational clinics, and collaborate with
fellow breeders to showcase high-quality
Maine-Anjou cattle. Whether it's mentoring
youth, consigning to sales, or simply being
present and engaged, we strive to be
strong advocates for the breed.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

I truly love the Maine-Anjou breed and
would be grateful for another opportunity
to be a part of the Board of Directors. It has
been an eye opening experience and | can't
wait to see what the potential next few
years bring for the breed!

CANDIDATE NAME;
CHUCK RINGKOB,
SOUTH DAKOTA

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

In 2005, we partnered with my in-laws,
the Pearson Family, on the purchase of
several bred Maine-Anjou females. That
joint venture resulted in the creation of PAR
Five Cattle Co. From that small beginning,
we have grown the operation, and in 2012
we moved to Lake City, SD, went to work
full time on the ranch, and have grown our
operation to a 225 cow herd consisting
primarily of Maine Anjou, MaineTainer and
Maine Angus with the a few unregistered
cows used primarily as recip cows. We
market our show females and a few
steers in an October online sale. We have
consigned bulls to the Bright Lights sale
when it was in Denver and now OKC. We
also sell a number of private treaty bulls
and participate in state consignment sales.
Our family has participated in numerous
Maine-Anjou Jr Nationals, State Fairs, and
jackpot shows and has raised and sold
cattle that have been successful at local,
state, and national levels. Over the last 20
years, we have built a solid, versatile cow
herd and embrace the future of Maine-
Anjou.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS THE STRENGTHS
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW
CAN THOSE STRENGTHS BEST BE USED IN
TODAY'S BEEF INDUSTRY?

We seem to be in an unprecedented
time in the cattle business right now.
Every segment of the cattle business has
seen sustained high prices in much of the
country, and the cowherd continues to be
the lowest since the 1950s, and finished



weights of fed cattle are at a near all-time
high. | feel Maine-Anjou cattle are poised
for growth as we continue to produce
cattle that are able to meet the maternal
challenges of today’s cow herd but produce
steers and heifers that carry the increased
carcass weights demanded in today’s cattle
industry. As a breed, we need to find ways
to expand in popularity in the seedstock
and commercial segments of the industry
and create the same kind of growth we
have seen in our junior show program.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

| believe strongly that growth should
be our primary goal for the future. As a
smaller breed, | really believe Maine-Anjou
cattle are the best-kept secret in the cattle
business. We have a diverse population
of Maine-Anjou cattle and breeders that
can produce cattle that not only lead in
the show ring but also excel in many of
the crossbreeding programs of today's
progressive cattle operations. The biggest
challenge we face is getting our message
out in the clutter of today’s media and
social media.

As breeders, we should all be looking to
increase our presence in the industry from
commercial feeder cattle to our Jr Show
program. Now is the time for us all to be
focused on growth.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?

| believe in being a Maine-Anjou
advocate at every event we attend and
like to participate in as many events as
possible. From the local county fairs,
regional consignment shows and sales to
the junior and open shows at our state fair,
we have sought to showcase the Maine-
Anjou cattle we produce. We maintain a
presence for our operation and the Maine-
Anjou breed on social media as another
way to recruit new customers.
In our rural community of Northeast
South Dakota, | have worked to create a
market for Maine-Anjou Bulls for the local

rancher. This has been a progression

that started with selling Maine-Anjou
heifers and steers to local families to use

in their own breeding and show cattle
herds. By working with these individuals, |
demonstrated first-hand how versatile and
progressive raising, showing, and utilizing
Maine-Anjou cattle is. After selling a few
heifers or steers, these families have been
eager to build their own herd by acquiring
their own bulls to start producing.

We also had the opportunity to partner
with the AMAA in two research programs
put together by Josh Cribbs, including
providing cattle for the feeding and carcass
data trial with Zachary Smith of SDSU
several years ago, and most recently
participated in the Maternal Cow Imaging
trial done with Texas Tech. Research
programs like these often prove what we as
breeders already know, that the Maine-
Anjou cattle we raise are versatile and have
much to offer today's beef cattle industry.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

We have seen impressive expansion in
our Junior National show in recent years,
and we need to capitalize on this increased
popularity throughout the remainder of
the cattle industry. This growth has clearly
increased our visibility in part of the cattle
industry. As breeders, we all need to
seek ways to capitalize on this increased
popularity to share our story on what
Maine-Anjou cattle can offer all segments
of the beef industry. | am confident Maine-
Anjou cattle are poised for growth as we
continue to produce cattle that can meet
the maternal challenges of today’s cow
herd and produce steers and heifers that
carry the increased carcass weights of
today's cattle industry. Now is the time to
capitalize on what makes Maine-Anjou
what it is. Maine cattle can meet and
exceed the industry's expectations when it
comes to carcass quality, especially when
taking cattle to heavier harvest weights. It
is never easy, but if we want to grow, we
have to take market share from our other
continental cattle competitors,

REGION3

CANDIDATE NAME:
DUSTIN DORSEY, COLORADO

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

| own and operate Dunn-Rite Cattle
Company along with my wife, Kim, and
daughter, Taylor. My passion for the breed
began at a young age as | grew up showing
Maine-Anjou cattle all over the nation, and
over the years that passion continued to
grow. | had the opportunity to work with
Larry Lind, who was one of the biggest
Maine-Anjou breeders and influences at
the time. | was able to see the impact he
made by being one of the first breeders to
import black Maine-Anjou semen into the
United States and see the effect it had on
the breed. | also had the honor of being
named the first Maine-Anjou Herdsman
back in the day. My family has a very deep-
rooted passion for the breed and continues
to make it the focus of our operation. Our
operation has continued to grow over the
years, and we now host an annual sale in
September. For the past two years, I've had
the privilege of serving on the Maine-Anjou
Board, giving back to an organization that
has meant so much to my family, and |
hope to continue serving the breed and its
members for years to come.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

| believe the strength of the breed lies
in its ability to deliver real-world value
while also being a dominant force in the
show cattle industry. The diverse genetic
advantages of our breed, combined with
added performance traits, make Maine-
Anjou cattle an exceptional cross. They
consistently add extra muscle, stoutness,
and pounds to calves at weaning, all
while maintaining impeccable eye appeal.
The breed also continues to produce
outstanding purebred and high percentage
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registered cattle for seedstock producers.
In the show cattle industry, Maine-Anjou
cattle continue to grow in presence,
winning supreme titles at the national level.
Their soundness, along with their ability

to carry added muscle and bone while

still commanding showring presence, is
unmatched. A true testament to this growth
is the bred and owned show at Junior
Nationals, where the increase in quality,
along with the sheer number of young
juniors already committed to raising Maine-
Anjou cattle, speaks for itself.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

My goal for the breed is to see it continue
to grow and to see young members actively
engaged in the association. | believe one
of the best ways to grow and improve
a breed is to invest in its youth, helping
develop them into the future leaders
and breeders of the industry. | want to
continue supporting the junior association
and the young members who make up
its programs. Another important goal is
to keep promoting and building superior
genetics that benefit both commercial and
seedstock producers. By continuing to find
innovative ways to promote the breed and
prove its strengths, | hope to help make
Maine-Anjou a household name and a
staple in operations everywhere.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?

My family promotes the Maine-Anjou
breed by continuing to make it the staple of
our operation and by promoting Maine-
Anjou genetics at national shows across
the US. Even though my daughter is no
longer a junior, we continue to be involved
and show in open shows to be able to
support the breed. We have been involved
in the Maine-Anjou sales that take place
at Cattlemen’s Congress and the National
Western Stock Show (NWSS), where we
have sold bulls and heifers. This last year,
at the 2023 NWSS, we had Champion
Maine-Anjou Pen of Three Bulls. The ability
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to network and talk with individuals in the
Yards is something we truly look forward
to doing every year. Dunn-Rite Cattle also
hosts an annual sale every September
where we continue to promote Maine-
Anjou genetics and continue to try to
produce the best females and bulls we can
to represent the breed to the best of our
ability.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The Maine-Anjou breed has been such
an important influence in my life, and many
of those within the industry have been true
mentors. | would love the opportunity to
give back to the breed that has given me
so much.

CANDIDATE NAME:

MATTHEW DEAN

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

Dean Cattle Company, located in Bellville,
Texas, has been raising Maine and Maine-
influenced cattle for over 25 years. Initially,
my dad and | were raising cattle, but now,
with my wife Kristin and our daughter
Kenzie, we continue this legacy. While the
last few years have seen a focus on show
steers, we remain committed to our core
breed, Maine-Anjou-influenced cattle,
which make up the majority of our herd.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS THE STRENGTHS
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW
CAN THOSE STRENGTHS BEST BE USED IN
TODAY'S BEEF INDUSTRY?

The Maine-Anjou breed’s remarkable
versatility has become an invaluable asset
to the beef industry. Over the years, it has
evolved from being primarily valued for its
carcass quality to becoming a breed that
meets the industry’s functional demands
in our females while simultaneously
enabling our male progeny to excel in
practical applications with superior carcass
characteristics.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

My specific goal in this region would be
to raise public awareness about the breed's
evolution into a versatile breed, rather than
just a show breed without a place in the
commercial market.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL?
Currently, while we sell cattle to
commercial raisers in our area and allow
the cattle to promote themselves, we also
dedicate a significant amount of time
to working with youth and their heifer
projects for show.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The Maine-Anjou breed has been a
part of my life since | was introduced to
them at the age of 10. As a young person, |
thoroughly enjoyed showing them, and in
my adulthood, | raised them myself. Now
that my daughter has taken up showing, |
feel truly blessed to be experiencing the full
circle of this wonderful breed.

CANDIDATE NAME:
TERRY LOCKHART, OKLAHOMA

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

We have been breeding Maine-Anjou
cattle since 1992, with me personally
starting as a junior exhibitor with Maine
heifers we imported from Canada. We have
been building our Maine-Anjou genetics
by way of elite show heifer prospects that
are then moved to our donor program. |
personally served on the Junior Board of
Directors as President and Advisor, along
with my children Parker and Kennedy
Lockhart, both serving on the Junior Board
of Directors, with Parker as the President
this past year. Maine-Anjou cattle have
been the lifeblood of our operation here
at PKL Show Cattle, selling over 50 show
prospects annually and hosting our annual
SOUTHERN Integrity Sale in December.



While we take pride in our breeding
program, our passion has always been
producing cattle for the showring and the
junior program,

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

While the Maine-Anjou breed is most
notable for its success in the showring due
to its eye appeal, mass, and dimension,
while remaining structurally sound and
maternalistic, the Maine-Anjou breed
is extremely profitable when used in a
crossbred scenario. The tremendous
value they bring to the feedlot cattle with
their performance and muscle, and in the
commercial operation with their strong
performance converting to stronger-than-
average weaning weights.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

My main goal for the Maine-Anjou breed
as a board member would be to keep
the same trajectory for the breed as we
currently have, as we are moving in the
right direction and at a high rate of speed.
The Maine breed is so versatile with the
showring and the junior program and then
incorporated into the commercial cow-calf
production; the success and excitement
is as high as it has ever been. With that
said, there is always room for new, fresh
ideas and perspective, and | believe | can
offer that to the association not only from
a breeder’s vision, but from a financial
analysis perspective as well.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?
Promoting Maine-Anjou genetics and cattle
has always been the lifeline for PKL Show
Cattle. We have exhibited Maine cattle

at all National Shows over the past 15+
years, and throughout this time we have
acquired various Al promotional Maine-
Anjou bulls and some elite donors. This
has enabled our operation to raise and

sell numerous show prospects that have
been successfully exhibited in many states

and at the National shows. Our operation
believes the lifeline to the Maine-Anjou
breed is through our junior exhibitors
and programs, so focusing on producing
and selling show prospects has and will
continue to be our passion at PKL Show
Cattle.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The Maine breed is blessed with an
amazing staff full of excellent leadership
and a current Board of Directors that has

a very specific and unified vision. Being a
part of this organization and team has been
a goal of mine for many years, and it would
be a privilege to serve our Maine breeders
and my friends at the highest level.

AT-LARGE

CANDIDATE NAME:
BRENT TOLLE, KENTUCKY

HISTORY OF YOUR OPERATION/FAMILY
AND INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-
ANJOU BREED.

Raised in northeastern Kentucky near
the Ohio River, | have been breeding and
showing Maine-Anjou cattle since 1987.
| went to college at Western Kentucky
University, where | continued to help and
show cattle across the United States after
college and settling back at the family
farm. We have dedicated our program to
producing Maine-Anjou breeding stock
through stud bulls such as Daddy's Money,
Data Bank, End Game, and Moonshine,
to name a few. We also strive to produce
Maine-Anjou-influenced bred heifers for
the club calf market and top breeding
operations across the country, with Bred
Heifers offered yearly at the Holiday Classic
sale in Ohio.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

The Maine-Anjou breed has several
strengths, one being red meat yield
(Muscle) and added weight per weaned
calf for commercial producers; however,

| acknowledge we are known as a SHOW
CATTLE breed, and | accept that and
embrace this, as Maine-Anjou cattle cross
well and maintain a maternal base for the
club calf industry to survive and thrive
with some predictability. The true strength
of the breed, however, is the LEADERSHIP
and office staff as well as the membership.
Maine-Anjou is an all-inclusive breed
organization from the hardcore show
cattle family, to the beginner, to the club
calf breeder, and to the commercial cow
calf/stocker operator. The American Junior
Maine-Anjou Association is second to

no one and is the focus of the Breed and
future.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

| see a bright future as the breed
continues to evolve and become more
and more accepted as a crosshreeding
alternative for commercial producers to
increase weaning weights, add muscle,
and yield a better carcass than other
more popular breeds in the industry. |
also see the Maine-Anjou Jr association
setting the standard for young kids and
families looking for an all-inclusive breed
organization that gives young people a
stage to promote themselves as well as
their livestock to industry leaders and
prepare for a future in the industry.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?

At Tolle Show Cattle, we offer semen from
our bulls to the open market as well as a
select group of Show heifers and steers
that are available by private treaty. We
have been part of the Holiday Classic sale
in Ohio for over 25 years, where we offer
our top-bred heifers and select embryo
matings to the public. | also fully support
the Maine-Anjou Jr organization on all
levels.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

It is an honor and a privilege to be
considered for your vote to lead the
HOTTEST, most versatile breed in the
industry and grow our junior program to
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be the largest, most admired program for
young leaders in the industry. Thank you for
your consideration.

CANDIDATE NAME:
DJ FOLKERTS, MINNESOTA

HISTORY OF MY OPERATION AND FAMILY
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-ANJOU
BREED.

| started Eastview Maines in the late
1990s after purchasing a few Maine-Anjou
females and a pair of black Maine bulls
to build my purebred herd. From there, |
began raising and selling purebred bulls,
and over the years, our herd has grown and
evolved. Today, we promote the Maine-
Anjou breed by selling bulls and hosting an
elite female sale each fall.

In addition to seedstock, my feeder
cattle are marketed to a cattle feeder who
collects growth and carcass data. This
feedback allows me to select genetics
that not only work for seedstock but also
perform in the feedlot.

My wife, Amy, and | are raising four
children—Kendra, Rylee, Maesa, and
Charlie. The kids love showing cattle and
enjoy 4-H quiz bowls and livestock judging
contests. Attending the Maine-Anjou
Junior Nationals each summer is always a
highlight of our show season!

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

| believe the Maine-Anjou breed is still
a "hidden secret” in the cattle industry.
Maine-influenced females are tremendous
producers in any setting, whether in a
commercial cow herd or a seedstock
operation,

When it comes to the feedlot and the
rail, Maine-influenced feeder cattle get
the job done. This is an area | believe we
need to continue expanding into, getting
more Maine genetics into the heart of
commercial herds. Maine bulls are the
backbone of this effort, helping produce
high-quality cattle that excel in every
sector of the beef industry.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2026
72

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

A couple of my goals for the breed
include expanding the footprint of Maine-
Anjou bulls in the commercial sector
and gathering more information and
performance data from commercial herds
marketing Maine-influenced calves—
whether they're selling to feedlots or on
the rail.

Another priority is continuing to
encourage and support our younger
breeders, helping them grow within the
breed and, most importantly, retaining
them as future breeders. Our junior
program is outstanding, and the more
juniors we can transition into lifelong
Maine-Anjou breeders, the brighter the
future will be for our entire organization.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?
We market Maine-Anjou genetics at the
National Western Stock Show in Denver, the
Black Hills Stock Show in Rapid City, and
the Watertown Farm Show in South Dakota.
We also sell bulls private treaty off the farm
and host a select female sale in the fall,
offering elite heifer calves and bred heifers.
| serve as Secretary/Treasurer of the
South Dakota Maine-Anjou Association
and proudly support youth and promotion
efforts, including donating to Maine show
classes at the Minnesota Beef Expo.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

I've been raising Maine-Anjou cattle for
over 20 years, and it's truly my passion. Our
focus has always been on producing high-
percentage bulls and females—our bread
and butter. | enjoy working alongside fellow
Maine breeders and customers because
the people in the cattle industry are truly
the best in the world.

family’s looking for an all inclusive breed
organization that gives young people a
stage to promote themselves as well as
their livestock to industry leaders and
prepare for a future in the industry.

CANDIDATE NAME:
CODY TEBBENKAMP, MISSOURI

HISTORY OF MY OPERATION AND FAMILY
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-ANJOU
BREED.

The history of my operation starts,
as many do, with the first Maine-Anjou
cattle purchased for a 4-H project in 1993.
From that point, Maine-Anjou cattle have
been the primary breed of choice for my
operation, which has focused on raising
and selling show cattle and replacement
females and bulls.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

The Maine-Anjou breed has many
strengths, but a couple | will focus on are,
first, their adaptability. Maine-Anjou cattle
are a perfect choice if you want to raise
high-quality show heifers and steers and
have a show-oriented program. If you
choose to raise cattle to put in the feedlot
that are feed efficient and sell high-quality
cattle that grade out on the rail, using
Maines in that breeding scenario is a
great option. The cattle themselves are
very adaptable to any type of environment
across the country, making them a great
choice for producers to utilize in their cattle
operations. Another strength of the breed
is its people. The Maine-Anjou breed has
a great membership with an extremely
strong junior program that is second to
none in the cattle industry.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

Continue to help the Junior program
grow and expand, and continue the
momentum the breed has created over the
past few years. | think another goal would
be to continue to help the breed continue
to get acceptance in the commercial sector,
whether that be through the bulls, feed
efficiency trials, etc. The breed's future is
very bright, and we need to continue to
work in multiple facets of the industry to
achieve these goals.



WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?

The way my operation promotes Maine-
Anjou cattle is by selling heifers and steers
to juniors to exhibit in the ring, either
through private treaty sales or entries in
online sales, typically at the state fair and
some national shows, and the bulls | buy
for my own operations come from different
national breed sales.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

If elected, | look forward to working
with the staff and other board members
to continue to move the Maine-Anjou
breed forward and to continue the positive
momentum the Maine-Anjou breed has
generated in the cattle industry.

CANDIDATE NAME:
MALLORY BORMANN-LISS, IOWA

HISTORY OF MY OPERATION AND FAMILY
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-ANJOU
BREED.

| was raised on a livestock farm in
northern lowa, where my passion for
agriculture began at an early age. As an
active 4-H and FFA member, | developed
a strong foundation in the livestock
industry before attending lowa State
University, where | earned a bachelor’s
degree in Animal Science and Livestock
Management.

In 2005, while running a small
commercial operation, | purchased my
first Maine-Anjou show heifer for my very
first 4-H project. That one red Maine-Anjou
female sparked a lifelong passion for
the breed. Since then, | have remained
committed to Maine-Anjou cattle, and
today my husband, Garrett, our two sons,
Winslow and Bridger, and | own and
operate Bormann//Liss Livestock.

Our operation focuses on producing
maternal Maine-Anjou females and bulls.
We run approximately 100 registered
Maine-Anjou cows, with a strong emphasis
on artificial insemination and embryo
transfer. | have been fortunate to exhibit
Maine-Anjou cattle at the national level as
both a junior and an adult exhibitor.

From the beginning, my family made the
decision to invest in the Maine-Anjou
breed, and that commitment has allowed
us to continually improve our herd by
investing in quality bulls and females.
Looking ahead, we plan to continue adding
elite genetics to our program as we build a
strong foundation for the future and for our
two sons to carry on.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY’S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

| believe the Maine-Anjou breed has
many strengths and can bring tremendous
value to a wide variety of operations. In our
program, we strive to maintain efficient,
moderate-framed cows that are functional,
productive, and built to last. The docility of
our cattle has also been an important trait
that has kept us committed to breeding and
expanding our Maine-Anjou herd.

While Maine-Anjou cattle have continued
to be highly competitive in the showring,
we also recognize and appreciate the
breed's strong maternal traits and its ability
to produce high-quality beef. Maine-Anjou
cattle can excel in seedstock programs
while also bringing value to commercial
operations focused on beef production

For those of us raising show cattle and
producing seedstock bulls, the Maine-
Anjou breed truly offers the best of both
worlds — cattle that can compete at the
highest levels while still maintaining the
functional, maternal, and production traits
needed for long-term success.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

Our goals for the future of the Bormann/
Liss operation and the Maine-Anjou breed
within our herd are centered around
longevity, functionality, and continuing to
produce high-quality Maine-Anjou females
and bulls. We are committed to building
a strong foundation of cattle that will
continue to provide value for generations
to come.

As a family, we are also passionate about
promoting the bred-and-owned shows
at Junior Nationals. We feel strongly that
these opportunities allow young breeders

to develop their own programs, grow their
confidence, and showcase the genetics
they have worked hard to produce in their
own divisions.

We believe these programs are vital
to the future strength of the Maine-Anjou
breed, providing opportunities for junior
members and adult breeders alike to
expand their herds, invest in quality
genetics, and continue building the future
of the breed.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?

From a young age, | have had the
opportunity to exhibit Maine-Anjou cattle
at the county, state, and national levels.
Today, my family and | continue to be
actively involved in the breed through our
Bormann//Liss operation, where we offer
Maine-Anjou females through our fall sale
and Maine-Anjou bulls through our spring
bull sale.

The females we have sold have gone
on to achieve success at local, state,
and national shows, which is something
we take great pride in. As a family, we
have been fortunate to exhibit numerous
national champions and continue to
compete at the highest levels through
open shows. We take tremendous pride
in the bulls we have raised, as well as the
bulls we have purchased and successfully
exhibited.

Our program has been honored to
receive Show Bull of the Year recognition
in 2022 and 2024, along with many other
accomplishments along the way. As
breeders, we believe it is important to
continue exhibiting at open shows to
promote our genetics, market our program,
and provide opportunities for others to
utilize our bulls through semen sales and
genetic offerings throughout the year.

| also have the privilege of serving on
the lowa Maine-Anjou Association Board,
where | am passionate about increasing
junior membership opportunities in
lowa and helping grow participation and
enthusiasm within the open show sector.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The Maine-Anjou junior program, along
with being an adult member, has really
shaped our family today. As a younger adult
member applying for the at-large position
on the national board, | feel | can bring
new ideas to the group while learning from
my more experienced peers within the
breed. We have learned and will continue
to learn more about the Maine breed to
help increase Maine-Anjou genetics in our
customers' cattle, along with our son’s herd.
We are very committed to the Maine Breed,
and we look forward to the future. Raising
and showing cattle is our operation’s bread
and butter and will be for generations to
come.

CANDIDATE NAME:
LACEY CAFFEE, SOUTH DAKOTA

HISTORY OF MY OPERATION AND FAMILY
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-ANJOU
BREED.

Caffee Ranch is a family-owned
seedstock operation in Wessington Springs,
South Dakota. | am a third-generation cattle
producer and second-generation on our
family's current operation. Growing up in
the cattle industry sparked my passion
for seedstock production, customer
relationships, and promoting the Maine-
Anjou breed.

Our philosophy is simple: great cattle
begin with great cows. We focus on
producing functional, structurally sound
cattle with phenotype, maternal strength,
longevity, and consistency. While we utilize
modern genetic tools, we believe they
should complement—not replace—good
stockmanship and proven cow families.

At Caffee Ranch, we strive to produce
Cattle with Look—cattle that combine

eye appeal with the structural integrity,
functionality, and longevity needed to be
profitable in the real world. Living in the
heart of cattle country has shaped both
our program and our philosophy, reflected
in our commitment to Discover the Dakota
Difference.

September 24, 2026 marks our 35th Annual
Female Sale, and March 9, 2027 will be our
15th Annual Bull Sale. Over the past several
years, | have led the branding, marketing,
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photography, videography, social media,
and customer outreach for Caffee Ranch,
helping build a recognizable brand
while promoting the Maine-Anjou breed
nationwide.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

| believe one of the greatest strengths
of the Maine-Anjou breed is our cows.
Great cows are the foundation of every
successful cattle operation, and Maine-
Anjou females are known for their maternal
ability, longevity, and functional udders that
stay above the hock. Those are the kinds of
cows that remain productive and profitable
for years.

The Maine-Anjou breed also brings
power, performance, muscle, and added
pay weight to today's beef industry. Raising
bigger, heavier calves is profitable for
everyone—from the commercial producer
to the feeder and throughout the entire
beef supply chain. When you combine
that added performance with quality
females that stay in production, Maine-
Anjou genetics provide value on both the
maternal and terminal sides of the industry.

| believe those strengths are why the
Maine-Anjou breed continues to gain
momentum and is well positioned for the
future.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

Serving on the National Junior Maine-
Anjou Board of Directors sparked my
passion for leadership and service within
the breed. We continue to support the
National Junior Heifer Show each year
because investing in young people is
investing in the future of our association.

| believe the Maine-Anjou breed is in one
of the strongest positions it has been in for
many years. We are seeing growth in both
the seedstock and commercial sectors, and
| want to help build on that momentum.

One of the unique perspectives | bring
is my involvement in every segment of
the breed. | have been active in the junior
and show cattle side while also helping
operate one of the nation's larger Maine-

Anjou seedstock programs. Last year, we
marketed 62 Maine-Anjou bulls and 40
Maine-Anjou females. Those experiences
allow me to understand the needs of
junior exhibitors, seedstock breeders, and
commercial cattle producers.

As a board member, | would focus
on promoting the breed, supporting
our junior members, strengthening
commercial acceptance, and helping tell
the Maine-Anjou story through effective
communication and marketing.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?

Promoting the Maine-Anjou breed is
central to our operation. Through our
annual bull and female sales, national
advertising, photography, videography,
social media, website, and customer
relationships, we showcase Maine-Anjou
genetics to seedstock and commercial
producers across the country.

| have worked to build a strong national
marketing presence for Caffee Ranch
through educational content, storytelling,
and consistent communication. | also
provide photography and marketing
services for fellow breeders, helping
promote Maine-Anjou cattle nationwide.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

The Maine-Anjou breed has shaped my
life. It has given me lifelong friendships,
incredible opportunities, and a career |
truly love. Serving on the American Maine-
Anjou Association Board would be my
opportunity to give back to the breed that
has given so much to me.

| believe my experience in seedstock
production, the junior program,
branding, marketing, photography, and
communication allows me to contribute
a unique perspective to the Board. | am
proud of where the Maine-Anjou breed is
today and excited about where it can go
tomorrow.



CANDIDATE NAME:
DAVE VANSICKLE, INDIANA

HISTORY OF MY OPERATION AND FAMILY
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE MAINE-ANJOU
BREED.

Like many, our operation was born of
our time exhibiting cattle in 4-H and FFA.
Located in central Indiana, we have a small
herd of 25-35 (depending on the time of
year) Maine-Anjou and Maine-influenced
cows that are primarily used to produce
show cattle for 4-H and FFA members
across the country. In 2018, we began
feeding and marketing the cattle that did
not meet the criteria for the showring as
custom-fed and processed freezer beef.
This venture has been a great addition to
our show cattle program, and we really
like the Maine-Anjou influence in these
cattle for their added cutability and carcass
quality.

WHAT DO YOU VIEW AS STRENGTHS OF
THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED AND HOW CAN
THOSE STRENGTHS BE USED IN TODAY'S
BEEF INDUSTRY?

| consider versatility to be the greatest
strength of the Maine-Anjou breed. The
AMAA is recognized among cattle breed
associations as one that has excelled
across multiple areas of the beef industry,
from commercial acceptability and
producing high-quality seedstock to
providing outstanding opportunities for
youth and families through involvement in
their junior programs.

This versatility allows producers of all
sizes to find success within the Maine-
Anjou breed. Commercial cattlemen can
utilize Maine genetics to improve growth
and performance while not compromising
muscle, carcass quality, or maternal
abilities. At the same time, seedstock
producers can continue to develop cattle
that meet the evolving demands of the
industry. At the same time, the breed'’s
strong junior program cultivates the next
generation of advocates, producers, and
leaders focused on the longevity of the
association and the beef industry.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF THE MAINE-ANJOU BREED?

As a state advisor for Indiana and a
parent of a member who has completed
their junior career with the AJMAA, | have
seen firsthand the lasting impact that
strong leadership and meaningful learning
opportunities can have on young people.
One of my primary goals moving forward
is to continue investing in programs
that extend beyond the show ring, such
as leadership development, public
speaking, networking, industry education,
mentorship, and career exploration. By
connecting junior members with breeders,
agricultural professionals, and industry
leaders, we can create pathways for growth
while fostering lifelong involvement in the
association.

Ultimately, my goal is to help grow an
association that invests equally in both its
members and the cattle, cultivating the
next generation of leaders while advancing
a breed that consistently makes an impact
across all segments of the beef industry.

WHAT DOES YOUR PRESENT OPERATION
DO TO PROMOTE MAINE-ANJOU
GENETICS, WHETHER IT BE LOCALLY,
STATE, REGIONAL OR NATIONAL LEVEL?
Our operation promotes Maine-Anjou
genetics by serving as ambassadors for
the breed at the local and state levels
and attending as many national events as
possible. We are committed to supporting
junior members by participating in field
days, shows, and educational events,
and by introducing new families to the
opportunities and excitement of the Maine-
Anjou breed, the AMAA, and the AJIMAA.
Whether we are mentoring first-time
exhibitors, assisting fellow breeders, or
simply sharing our experiences, we strive
to create a welcoming environment that
encourages involvement.
We believe the best way to promote the
Maine-Anjou breed is by building genuine
relationships that allow us to share
knowledge and highlight the breed's
versatility and value. By investing in people
as much as cattle, we strengthen our
association to ensure continued growth
and success.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

I look forward to the opportunity to work
for the members of the AMAA to capitalize
on the excitement of Maine-Anjou cattle
and their genetics industry-wide, and
to use this momentum to grow/retain
membership.
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MAINE-ANJOU

2026 AMAA BOARD BALLOT

BALLOTS DUE SEPTMEBER 18, 2026

Any ballot that is postmarked on or before Sept. 18, 2026, but not
received on or before Sept. 28, 2026 will be void.

RULES FOR VOTING
Members will vote ONLY in your region for regional directors and ALL members may cast an At-Large vote.
ONLY CURRENT ADULT AMAA MEMBERS ARE ALLOWED TO VOTE.
Mail-in, faxes, hand delivered or ballots sent via federal air courier are accepted.
Facsimile votes must be dated on or before September 18, 2026.
Fax ballots to (913) 432-3447.
The individual member must sign ballots.
Forged Entries will be subject to legal action.
If you plan to mail your ballot please mail to the following address:
WALSH & STVERAK, LLC

5001 COLLEGE BOULEVARD, STE 214 - LEAWOOD, KS 66211

All ballots must include NAME, BREEDER # and SIGNATURE.

~ AMAABOARD OF DIRECTOR VOTING BALLOT
WALSH & STVERAK, LLC
| 5001 COLLEGE BOULEVARD, STE 214 - LEAWOOD, KS 6621 |
Fax ballots to (913) 432-3447
l NAME AMAR # l
| SIGNATURE |
REGION | Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
| Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South |
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin
| REGION Il California, Idaho, lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, Wyoming |
REGION Il Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah |
| REGION | (VOTE FOR ONE (1), ONE (1) POSITION OPEN) REGION I1I (VOTE FOR TWO (2), TWO (2) POSITIONS OPEN) |
1 Chad Barker, Missouri Q Dustin Dorsey, Colorado O Matthew Dean, Texas Q Terry Lockhart, Oklahoma
l REGION 11 (VOTE FOR ONE (1), ONE (1) POSITION OPEN) AT LARGE (VOTE FOR ONE (1), ONE (1) POSITION OPEN) l
| Q Tara Thorson, Minnesota Q Alicia Rigdon, lowa Q Brent Tolle, Kentucky Q DJ Folkerts, Minnesota A Cody Tebbenkamp, Missouri |
Q Chuck Ringkob, South Dakota Q Mallory Bormann-Liss, lowa Q Lacey Caffee, South Dakota
L o . __ __ QXDaveVanSickle Indiana ___ 4

** ONLY CURRENT (2026 DUES PAID) ADULT AMAA MEMBERS ARE ALLOWED TO VOTE. **
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